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the different zoning standards. They just, you know, I think 
that, and then the fact that you've got a year 2000 sunset, 
would preclude a number of counties in our state from being able 
to do any zoning at all. Senator Hilgert hits the nail on the 
head when he asked why didn't they do this before? But we are a 
reactive society, and react when the need is there. This thing
came to my attention probably in July this year, maybe June,
last year. That's how long it's been an issue, and once it got 
to the forefront, it's all I did all summer. I started 
answering the phone at seven-thirty or seven in the morning, and 
I'd go to work at the ranch, and come back and have calls to 
make until ten-thirty or eleven at night. That went on for 
weeks. But the people that I talked to were the farmers and 
ranchers right there in my district that were having 
difficulties with what was going on. And what was going on was 
that there were people coming into our state, and they were 
digging holes in the ground right beside these farms and ranches 
to plant these mega-hog plants without telling anybody about 
them, without going to them and being neighborly, without 
saying, look, Jack Smith, this is what I am doing and we'd like 
for your approval. That didn't happen. The first thing these 
farmers and ranchers knew, the heavy equipment was in there and 
the dirt was being moved. Well, I've been there long enough to 
know when you move that dirt, it moves itself. One particular 
case, they bared over forty acres of nothing but sand, and we've
spent years getting ten acres of nothing but sand healed up.
Absolutely no regard for the soil, no regard for the people. 
One of the things that I wanted to bring to your attention today 
is that one of these individuals that did this is called 
DeCoster Farms, and you'll probably hear people deny that, but 
that's who it is, and the person who is doing it for them is a 
man by the name of Brian Mogensen. Let me read you a little bit 
about DeCoster Farms. This is a search from the Internet of the 
Telegraph Herald in Dubuque, Iowa, and we have headlines in the 
paper starting in January of '96. January '96, "Hog Farmer 
Lawsuit Political": The suit alleges water pollution and animal
waste control violations at six separate DeCoster Farm sites in 
Wright, Hamilton, and Hardin Counties. July of '76 (sic): 
"South Dakota Bars DeCoster Hog Operations". From Mitchell, 
South Dakota, the headline, Associated Press: Failing to meet
state requirements will bar a Clarinda, Iowa man from bringing 
his hog confinement operation to South Dakota. South Dakota is
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